[Emergency open surgical treatment of extravasations of cytostatic agents in the upper extremity].
Extravasations of cytostatic agents can create necrosis of soft tissues in the hand and forearm. The early emergency subcutaneous "wash-out" with liposuction is the treatment of choice to avoid the development of soft-tissue defects. The objective of this study was to evaluate the open surgical debridement as a possible alternative method since the liposuction device is not commonly available in every hospital. In our study 10 patients were treated for extravasations of cytostatic drugs with a high potential for necrosis by emergency open debridement. All patients were evaluated prospectively by photography and clinical examination. 9 patients out of ten had a primary wound healing, one displayed a wound dehiscence with pre-existing MRSA infection. Another patient developed a seroma postoperatively which was treated by puncture. The mean functional outcome was good. The Eemergency open surgical treatment is a simple, in every hospital suitable therapy to prevent soft-tissue necrosis after extravasation of cytostatic drugs.